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01YOUR ROLE AS THE
CELEBRANT

A celebrant is not a venue or event coordinator, but it
can be fairly common for a client couple or family to
assume their responsibilities overlap or are the
same. Many celebrants may offer event coordination
services as an addition to their celebrant role, however
it is important to explicitly confirm with the client what
your responsibilities are, so you are not involved more
than you should be (unless you are contracted in the
capacity and paid accordingly).

Your role is to work with the venue coordinator or
planner, if there is one, either solely on the day or
leading up to the ceremony if it's needed, to confirm
logistics and specific requirements concerning the
ceremony itself.  Aspects such as ensuring the
ceremony location/setting is as how you and the client
have planned, whether any particular layout is required,
how the music plays a part and if a table is needed for
any paperwork or candles or other symbolic ceremony
additions. 

You may discuss what signals you will be giving before,
during or after the ceremony to other people involved
to prompt them to start or finish their participation and
simple things such as timing and seating of significant
people, are all reasons to have a discussion with an
event coordinator before the ceremony begins. yo
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le01It is worth nothing that a naming ceremony is typically

simpler in nature than other ceremony types, but this
may not always be the case as it will entirely
depend on the client’s choices, such as the number of
guests expected or any intricate details.  

Connecting with the venue or planner before the day is
also a great opportunity to build your network and
there is also no reason why you cannot contact a venue
coordinator before the day to introduce yourself as you
may require special equipment such as a microphone. 

It is also recommended you also make a point of
connecting with the photographer (and videographer) if
there is one, so they are prepped and ready for
anything. They may be very familiar with a celebrant
ceremony or they may not have heard of the concept at
all. It is not unusual for a family to not have a
photographer or videographer for the naming
ceremony so do not worry if they have selected not to.
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02PREPARING FOR THE DAY

You are leading the ceremony, providing a professional,
authoritative presence that the client and their guests
will have confidence in.  It is one of the most important
times of family life; welcoming a new addition in
whatever format, into their lives. 

In addition to representing your own brand and your
own business, you will also be representing The
Academy of Modern Celebrancy, and professionalism
should be maintained at all times. 

Go in your brand style. The family chose you for a
reason. Always make sure you are professional in your
attire and have high standards in your own appearance.

Do contact the family to see if they are having a theme
or a colour scheme as you may want to coordinate if
you feel it is necessary or they would like you to.

When preparing to leave, use the pre-ceremony
checklist to ensure you have everything and follow the
tips from the training video. It is best to be prepared for
any eventuality! 
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g03CONDUCTING THE
CEREMONY

After ensuring you have made contact with any event
coordinator, you should then coordinate
with/instruct/direct, anyone else that is participating in
the ceremony, such as those doing a reading or playing
music on the day. Make a point of introducing yourself
after you have established who the individuals are,
usually from asking others or your main point of
contact for the booking. Your main contact may offer to
introduce you to them.  

Ensure all of them are aware of their role in the
ceremony itself and that they know who you are to
make it go as smoothly as possible. Timing may be
crucial, and you will most certainly need to provide
these key individuals with a prompt or a signal to start
or stop their involvement. They may be doing a reading
or being involved with candle lighting or good wish
collection, perhaps even just directing people to be
seated as they enter the ceremony space. 

Any person involved with the ceremony itself should be
taking direction from you at the front and they should
all have full confidence that you are fully in control. 

Get comfortable with the space around you, take a look
at the seating arrangement and after assessing how
loud you will need to project, practise if possible. This
will become a lot easier when you’ve officiated a few
naming’s and you will get to know how loud you can
project your voice (without shouting).  
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g03Make sure you have the correct equipment and that you
are prepared with either a microphone from the venue
or take your own should it be required. Naming
ceremonies are usually quite personal affairs
though, so it is not normally required for this ceremony
type.

Families like to feel that they can confidently pass the
naming ceremony responsibility to you when you arrive
and see you as an official ‘manager’ of the service. By
this point, you will have had lots of contact with the
family, met in person perhaps and will have a very good
understanding of their needs, even their personality
type and the expected tone on the day. 

The fantastic part of your role as a celebrant is you
really get to know your clients. There isn’t a simple
transaction with a celebrant, you delve (sometimes
deeply) into their (recent) family history and have a
strong connection with each and every client.

When the time comes for the ceremony, check with the
family that they are happy to begin and then usher the
audience to their seats by announcing your presence
and clearly directing the guests to either sit down or
stand depending on the client instruction.

One big consideration with naming ceremonies is other
children who will have little or no understanding of
whats going on and could create complications or
interruptions. There are usually lots of other children at
this ceremony type, so it can be noisy or distracting.
You will have to be aware of these complications
and take it all in your stride, pausing where necessary
to allow for children noise to stop.

Keep in mind that a naming ceremony is usually a
relaxed, family friendly, beautiful occasion and the key
to a happy client is to be happy yourself. Smile, laugh-
off the distractions and make it fun. A smile goes a long
way.
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g03Once you are that this point, you will be conducting
your own ceremony; owning the space, showing how
professional and amazing you are, and hopefully
sufficiently impressing other families, clients and
couples who are watching you, to want to book your
services for their ceremony. Word of mouth becomes a
very strong marketing tactic in the world of Celebrancy.
It is not uncommon at all to marry or perform a naming
ceremony for clients who were once guests at another
ceremony you conducted. 

After the ceremony, you may spend some time
congratulating the family, you may even get a baby
cuddle! Do spend some time with the other vendors on
the day to build those relationships. But also be
sensitive to the client needs and it will usually become
apparent when is a good time to leave. You may be
asked to stay and have a drink or even sit and have
some food with them. Or the client may simply shake
your hand and say thank you (as in, it's time for you to
go now).

Remember, the ceremony is a great marketing activity
too and presents opportunities to spread the word
about your business. As we all know, Celebrancy is an
exciting industry to be involved with due to the
sometimes, lack of awareness and familiarity with what
a celebrant does. It could be argued the industry is
still in its infancy which provides countless
opportunities to talk about you profession with people
who may not have ever heard of the concept.
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04VENUE CONSIDERATIONS

There are a range of venues that are chosen for naming
ceremonies. From picnics in a park through to top
hotels, each family will choice a venue to suit their style,
budget and personality. The more ceremonies you
conduct, the more familiar you will become with the
pro’s and con’s for each option. But that is not to say
each venue ‘type’ will create the same ceremony
outcome as they vary wildly in all aspects. 
 
Once you have details about the intended ceremony
venue, do a risk assessment if possible, and work
through what could happen should there be
things like adverse weather or extra noise. This will
come more with experience and will enable a smooth
ceremony experience.

Sometimes outdoor ceremonies may have to be moved
inside due to poor weather conditions on the day.  If the
venue was a family home for example, this could
become quite intimate and so should be mitigated for
wherever possible. Always remember, whilst naming
ceremonies are really important, they may not hold
quite as much significance, time sensitivity or be as
expensive as a wedding. The guests attending a naming
ceremony are typically other families or extended parts
of the client family, with lots of love.  It is important to
be relaxed when having to make on the spot decisions
about where to hold the ceremony should you need to
change for whatever reason.
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05TROUBLESHOOTING

Should I have a backup celebrant in case I cannot
make it?
 
Yes absolutely. Make friends with the other celebrants
in your area. This is great for reputation building and
here at AMC we advocate community over competition.
Ensure you have some numbers ready in case this
happens. You can find other celebrants in your area on
www.thecelebrantdirectory.com.
 
 
What if I get to the consultation and I don’t click
with the family?
 
This will happen, and it is completely normal. If you
don’t feel you would work well with the family be
honest and up front and recommend others.

How many times should I contact the client?
 
As many as is necessary. This will be led by the family as
they may prefer light contact and to trust you to
produce their ceremony, or they might like much more
regular contact. It is usually advisable to offer one
price in this regard, with as much or as little contact as
they want. There is no right or wrong answer as to how
many times you will or choose to contact a family
and it can vary from simply two contacts to many over
the course of a few years!
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This all depends on your relationship with the family.
Sometimes they invite you for tea and cake and on
other occasions you may decide that once you have
completed the service to say your congratulations and
leave. This is up to you.

Is a naming ceremony a good place to advertise my
business to others?
 
Absolutely. Word of mouth is a powerful marketing tool
and opportunity in such a (potentially) emotionally
charged environment, if nothing else. If you deliver an
amazing ceremony, the audience will be in awe of you.
They may not have seen a celebrant ceremony before
and will be wow’ed by the personalisation aspect. Carry
business cards or small leaflets to share with
anyone who is interested as they will have seen you in
action. 
 
Its also a really good opportunity to network with fellow
professionals such as the florist, venue’s, musicians,
photographers etc. You basically want to wow everyone
with your amazing ceremony.

I’ve had no contact from my family, what should I
do?
 
It is absolutely crucial you hear from your family a
number of times along the way. You will want to ensure
your invoice is paid if nothing else, but more
importantly, you will need to adjust your
communication approach in each separate instance.

Some families love lots of regular contact and others
literally want to speak to you twice. But you should
never arrive on the day, having not received final
approval/sign off of the ceremony and confirmation all
is proceeding as agreed. If you are in contact by email,
or whatsapp or facebook, there is no reason why a
couple should not respond at all. 
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messages at all, at some point, you will have no choice
but to either withdraw from the process or stop any
progress with a script for example.

Should I have a contract with a family?
 
Yes you should. You need to have an agreement in
place where both parties agree what they are expected
to do in the process. Your agreement should detail
payment terms, perhaps even the loose process and
maybe provide emergency contacts. You will also want
to protect yourself from situations where a family fails
to reply to your communications or what amicable
agreements are in place should the relationship.

What if I turn up to the ceremony and they haven’t
prepared?
 
Join in and help out! Naming ceremonies are usually
relaxed and you will have already written such an
intimate service so sometimes you feel like they are
family anyway! Getting involved is a fun way to get
yourself comfortable and relaxed before you start.

What do I do is there are babies screaming in the
ceremony?
 
This is completely normal for a naming ceremony. Just
relax, let it happen. If it isn’t bothering the parents then
make a short pause and then carry on. Prep the family
on bringing some toys to the ceremony so that any
little ones have something to entertain themselves with
should they need to.

What happens if something out of my control
happens on the day and we need to change
bits?
 
Be relaxed again, and be openly communicative with
the necessary or relevant people. 
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move the ceremony inside or under shelter, liaise with
the family and whomever they choose to involve such
as people helping move tables and chair inside. Get
involved, help as much as possible and make yourself
available. A big part of being a successful celebrant is
good communication with everyone.
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FINAL ASSESSMENT

Along with the answers to your previous modules, your
final assessment will form the final part of your training
and certification with AMC.

You will now bring everything you have learnt together
and perform your very first Naming ceremony.
Using one of your chosen ceremony scripts from the
previous module, please take a few family members or
friends and set up and organise a time to perform your
ceremony.

Please record a video of this ceremony with the
following conditions:
1) Use a camera suitable for a long recording
2) Use a well lit location with no surrounding noise
3) Dress as you would for a ceremony and present your
script in the way you would also.
4) When recording your video, please record your
audience first, then turn the camera to you. (Do not
worry if it is disjointed and not perfect, just evidence of
an audience).
5) Perform the ceremony in full (you may need to find
any symbolic additions you have included so you can
perform this element).
6) Print any readings and poems for the ceremony and
ask members of your audience to read.

You are required to send us this recording via YouTube.
Setting up YouTube (if you don’t have an account
already) is a fantastic way for you to learn with us
supporting you and get ready to use it for your business
marketing too!.



NOTES


