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Writing a funeral ceremony that sounds like it has been
written by a family member is an art and one we teach
here at The Academy of Modern Celebrancy. In this
module, you'll learn how to construct a ceremony that has
all the elements you need to move the audience and create
an unforgettable ceremony full of meaning.

Every ceremony you write as a funeral celebrant will be
different. We will guide you through the writing process
from where to start to how to inject personality
throughout. You'll learn from top funeral celebrants in the
country how they create bespoke scripts every time and
honour lives through each ceremony conducted. We will
show you:

e How to accurately (and meaningfully) represent a
deceased person in a tribute

e How to construct a script

e The difference between the two traditional types of
script

e How to produce a presentation script for a client

You'll leave this module with every trick and tool available
along with two solid scripts that you have created with the
support of your tutor.
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WRITING FUNERAL TRIBUTES

1. Know how to create a funeral tribute that accurately
represents the deceased person.

Your job as a funeral celebrant is to make an impact with
the words you choose. And no - we don't mean a ‘jazz
hands and party poppers’ kind of impact; it needs to be
meaningful, carefully crafted and beautifully woven around
the deceased and their loved ones.

Your aim should be to be seen as pleasantly unforgettable,
while ensuring you leave your own ego at the door.
Because the funeral tribute is not about you; it's about the
deceased and the way they deserve to be remembered.

The first step is to meet with the family and speak to them
about their loved one. Ask them questions and listen to
their answers. You want to gauge a deep understanding of
the essence of the deceased. Absorb it and audit the
information as you go along ready to layer it into the
funeral tribute.
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The tribute does not need to sound like an old-school eulogy. Try not
to fixate on dates, facts and figures - this isn't what people want to
hear. What they care about is the type of person they were, what they
stood for and how they want to be remembered. Think of it like a
story; with a beginning, a middle and an end. How can you take the
listener on a journey? How can you engage them? How can you unpack
the deceased’s life in a coherent and elegant way?

We also encourage you to take the time to look at your own experience
when it comes to writing. If you feel confident telling stories, then run
with it. However, if you need more of a helping hand as you find your
feet, look to create a template that you can work through as you build
your experience. This could include creating a timeline for the
individual and building the tribute based on that, or starting at the end
and working backwards; for example, how were they known before
they passed away, and what led them to become that person.

Sometimes you will find that the client wants to write the tribute first
and then hand it over to you to tweak. Other times the tribute will be
the last thing you write. Remember; there is no linear path. Being a
celebrant is a vibrant and constantly changing process. Lean into the
evolution of your work and become comfortable being uncomfortable.
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2. Understand the need to vary the content for
unusual cases/circumstances.

There are times when you will be required to create
content for a more unusual scenario. Of course, there is
nothing unusual about death; but, the circumstances
that take us there can be more complicated.

Circumstances such as suicide, murder, child death,
domestic abuse and war all bring with them a whole new
set of emotions for the bereaved. There is a high
possibility that they will be the weakest they have ever
been; the pain they will be experiencing like no other. So,
you need to not only put on a different hat, but you also
need to adopt a slightly different air and energy. You
should go in strong, but not demanding. Powerful, but
not without softness. More than ever, it is important that
you create space for your clients to breathe and let go of
the feelings wound up inside of them. It's a subtle shift,
but a crucial one all the same.
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CREATING A FUNERAL
CEREMONY SCRIPT

1. Understand the differences between two traditional
types of scripts.

While every script will be different, the traditional types of
script break down into those with religious content, and
those without. Despite these separations, the actual
structure of the two scripts remains largely the same.

Typically, you will start with a welcome, followed by a scene
setter, acknowledging the passing of the deceased. You may
then want to set the scene; what type of ceremony will this
be? You would then move onto the eulogy, the tributes and
reflections. This works for both types of script; but after this
is where changes can occur.

For a religious ceremony, your script may then contain a
commendation; this is the moment you say goodbye to the
soul and it could be shown through a blessing or the Lord'’s
prayer. If the ceremony is non-religious, you may still include
a commendation and craft it more in the form of gratitude;
however, clients may ask you to take it out entirely. The
ceremony will close with a committal - this is where you say
goodbye to the body.
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We recommend keeping your script length under an hour;
this is still the case even if you are leading a split service.

2. Be able to write a funeral ceremony script.

Here we will talk about writing a funeral ceremony script in
its entirety.

First thing's first; remember your boundaries. This includes
time limitations, the specific emotions of the people in the
room and any family politics. You need to consider how you
will hold the guests - what can you do to capture and
engage them, while providing a space to explore the
emotions that they need to in the timeframe that you have.

As with all elements of the ceremony, spend as much time
with the family as possible. Get to know them and any of
the possible limitations you may come across so that you
can accommodate them. Think of it as a risk assessment;
how can you identify any potential challenges within the
situation before they arise?

Writing a good funeral script is a huge exercise in self
control; you aren’t writing a movie - you must become a
master at editing and cutting things back! There will be so
much the family wants to include, but it's up to you to
prioritise content and build it thoughtfully into a well paced
script. A useful way to start is by brain dumping. Get
everything down and then work your way through it with a
big marker pen. Move bits around. Chop parts up. By doing
this you will start to uncover the gems hidden beneath the
surface.
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Once you've done this, read, read and read again. You cannot be
precious about your writing; again, keep in mind that this is not about
you. If things need to go, then chuck them out.

As you find your way through your celebrant journey, you will discover
a rhythm that works for you. However, one thing we recommend is
writing your script based on the energy of the people at the funeral.
Will they need more hand holding? A quicker pace? Something more
thoughtful and focused? Do you need to add in lightness? Sorrowful
joy? Adapt your script accordingly and the words will flow.

There is no set outline for a funeral ceremony, however you may
choose to follow this guideline:

MUSIC FOR PROCESSIONAL/ENTRY WELCOME (remember those who
can't be there too)

CANDLE LIGHTING, CULTURAL OR RELIGIOUS RITUALS
POETRY/READINGS

EULOGY/BIOGRAPHY

REMEMBRANCES FROM FAMILY & FRIENDS

REFLECTION, PRAYER or MEDITATION MUSIC or SOLOISTS SLIDESHOW
(though popular, these can go wrong. Have a technical person handy
and test beforehand. Keep to under five minutes if it is during a

ceremony; longer is fine if it is played before or after)

ANNOUNCEMENTS (refreshments, where to proceed to next/committal
service to be held at [location])

CLOSING WORDS/PRAYER/BLESSING MUSIC FOR RECESSIONAL/ENDING






3. How to present your script to the family.

Once you've written your script and feel happy with it, it's time to
present it to the family.

Depending on the circumstances, you may offer a phone call with the
client before you officially read the script. This can be helpful if you
want to ease them into the process and prepare them for the way you
have written it. Some clients will ask you to email it to them so that
they can read it in their own time - while this is of course entirely up to
the family, it can be really helpful for people to hear the script read out
loud. That way, you can soften your voice when necessary, use the
power of the pause and give them a better idea for the words in
practice.

This is where timing is important. You want to share the script at a
point when the family will be able to absorb it in the best frame of
mind possible. If you send it straight after they have spent a morning
in the Chapel of Rest, for example, chances are they will be feeling far
more fragile and perhaps unable to process what you have written.
The last thing you want is to cause them more upset and stress; so pick
your moment carefully.

How you present the script will change with every conversation; as a
celebrant, you need to be adaptable and flexible. If you want to
present it in a beautiful document, then that's great. If you prefer to
share it in a word document, that's fine as well. You need to be
comfortable with what you're doing; the family will sense it if you are
pushing yourself too far out of your comfort zone. Do what works best
both for them and you as an individual.



EXAMPLE OF A FUNERAL
CEREMONY SCRIPT

Below is one example of a funeral script. You can find more
examples if you head to the VAULT in your course hub. Put
together by AMC celebrants, trainers and mentors, they give
you a fantastic overview of some of the most typical
ceremonies you will take on.

Welcome & Introduction

It is good to welcome you here as we gather to remember N,
to honour N's memory and to surround (the family) with our
love and care.

After we've finished here, the family would love to see you
at....

If you would like to make a donation in N's memory you may
do so.... We honour.... (a brief summary of their personal
characteristics)
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We also remember... (any loved ones who are departed)



Now time and memories abide,

as guests that lodge in our hearts and minds, sometimes vivid images,
sometimes just a feeling,a warmth, a love,

a knowledge beyond words.

Here, in this sacred moment,

We enter an unbreakable unity

opening our eyes, our minds and our hearts and embracing those we
have loved and lost in a dance that never ends

(Hymn) (Bible Reading) Tribute (Poem or Secular Reading)
Music
Reflection

And so we remember N in the stillness of this place and in the beauty
of this day. We give thanks for all that s/he has meant to us:

As we prepare to say our formal farewells, so we draw close to one
another and to those who can't be here.

May all that gives you peace

now fill your hearts with peace

May all that speaks of love

unite you with N in your remembrance of her/him And may all that
gives you hope

draw you gently into the future.

The Lord’s Prayer) (Hymn)

Into the freedom of fresh air and sunshine,

Into the dance of the stars and the planets,

Into the wind’s breath and the arcade of the clouds, N, we let you go.

With our love, with our gratitude and in peace, We let you go.

Or



Here, in this last rite, immune now to the changes and chances of our
mortal life, we commit N's body to its natural end,

Love surround us

Love enfold us

Love contain and comfort us. Good brown earth,
Cradle upon the hill

Receive him home,

And keep him safe for us.

Committal
Graveside Committal

Conclusion

You can shed tears that he is gone

Or you can smile because he has lived

You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back

Or you can open your eyes and see all that he has left

Your heart can be empty because you can't see him

Or you can be full of the love that you shared

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday

You can remember him and only that he is gone

Or you can cherish his memory and let it live on

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back
Or you can do what he would want: smile, open your eyes, love and go
on.

Or

When we are weary and in need of strength, When we are lost and sick
at heart,

We remember him.

When we have a joy we crave to share

When we have decisions that are difficult to make When we have
achievements that are based on his We remember him.



At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter

At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring, We remember
him.

At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer At the
rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn, We remember him.
At the rising of the sun and at its setting,

We remember him.

As long as we live, he too will live

For he is now a part of us,

As we remember him.

Or

I'd like the memory of me to be a happy one.

I'd like to leave an afterglow of smiles when life is done.

I'd like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times and bright and sunny days. I'd like
the tears of those who grieve, to dry before the sun; Of happy
memories that | leave when life is done.

Or

The sonnet ‘Our Dead’ by Robert Nichols:

They have not gone from us. O no! They are The inmost essence of
each thing that is Perfect for us; they flame in every star;

The trees are emerald with their presences.

They are not gone from us; they do not roam

The flaw and turmoil of the lower deep,

But have now made the whole wide world their home, And in its
loveliness themselves they steep.

They fail not ever; theirs is the di-urn Splendour of sunny hill and
forest grave;

In every rainbow’s glittering drop they burn; They dazzle in the massed
clouds 'architrave; They chant on every wind, and they return In the
long roll of any deep blue wave.

Let us go in peace, upholding one another in love.



Assignment for Module 5:

Now it is the time to put your knowledge into action. You have been
through your journey with the bereaved and have now been given

notice that you are to write and conduct the funeral ceremony for their
loved one.

Your task is to now write 2 funeral ceremonies.

1.Watch the video interview with our trainer Deborah Page as she
interviews the bereaved couple, Mark and Youlia. Take down notes
and craft a 30 minute ceremony based on their answers and wants.

Upload your ceremony to the hub and wait for feedback from your
trainer.



2. Choose a scenario from the below and write another funeral
ceremony. This time you will need to fill in some of the gaps and add

your own twist. Create another 30 minute ceremony and upload in the
next lesson here.



SCENARIO 1

Name: TOM RADLEY

Age 21.

Occupation: Student.

Lived in London with his mum.
Taken his own life by drug overdose.

Tom had a complicated upbringing. Growing up with a single mum
and one sister. He always struggled with his appearance and weight
and had a lack of self confidence. A range of mental health issues
ended with him taking his own life in his bedroom at university. Tom
loved to play the guitar, socialising and always talked of travelling.
Tom's heritage is Jamaican and they would like to include music that
highlights this. He will be sorely missed.



SCENARIO 2

NAME: Baby Jasmin Simpson

Age: 2 days old

Parents: Jack and Sarah Simpson

Lives in Bristol, UK

Baby died of a hole in the heart at just 2 days old. They want to have
a natural burial.

Jasmin has no siblings and they were so excited for the birth and her
arrival. They are blessed to have had 2 days with Jasmin and would
like to celebrate her coming into the world, although show their
respect through grieving their loss.

The family's parents are christening and they would like to include a
bible reading.



SCENARIO 3

NAME: Jo Jenkins

Age: 76

Lived in Birmingham, UK

Died of lung cancer, after a 2 year battle.

Leaves behind a devoted wife, 3 children and 2 grandchildren aged 3
and 10.

Jo loved music and especially the Beatles and Eagles. He loved to
travel around the UK in his motorhome. He wants his funeral to be a
celebration as he was prepared for his death. He wanted to be
cremated and then the ashes scattered at their home. He loved
fishing and having a beer down the local pub. In his early days, Jo
worked in the navy and travelled to Africa with them. He loved his
family and will be missed by all.
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