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Naming Ceremony by Deborah Page — True To You Celebrancy

TRUE TO YOU
CELEBRANCY

Introductions:

Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen. On behalf of- and - | would like to welcome
you all here today toP. A special place that is also welcoming space, and
one where - and feel at home. Some of the staff are like extended family and it is a
prominent part of their family life. It was always going to be the most meaningful place to
formally welcome - into the world. 21years ago - and - held their wedding
reception in this very same room. They went onto celebrate their 20™ wedding anniversary
here as well as - 40™ birthday celebrations. What a wonderful place to celebrate the gift

of new life. A new life that will touch you all and be touched by you all in some way as she
journeys through childhood and into adulthood.

My name is Deborah and | am a civil celebrant. It is my great pleasure to be here today
conducting -’s naming ceremony.

| would like to thank all of you for being here today to give your love and support to - and
- | know it means a great deal to them that you are here to share in their happiness, on
the special occasion of this naming ceremony.

Although this naming ceremony may be seen as an alternative to a traditional Christening, it
in no way inhibits 1from exploring religious or non-religious beliefs as she grows and
journeys through life. was very clear in our meeting that her wish for - is that she
is free to make her own decisions. It is our duty in the coming years to present her with a
broad and balanced view of life and encourage her in the virtues that we all agree as good:
integrity, honesty, concern, fairness and love towards others.

In Western culture, Naming Ceremonies go back to Roman and Greek practice in pre-
Christian times, they believed that a child was not a member of the family until a celebrant
(often the father), had named the child at a formal Naming Ceremony, and thus the ties of
kinship were established. When we come together to celebrate important life events such as
this, we form a bond between all those who take part. We formally acknowledge how
important friends and family are in our lives. We define our changing roles and
responsibilities within these groups. We declare our intentions and our hopes for the future
and give deep meaning to these sentiments by expressing them openly and publicly.

Giving a name is one of the first ways in which we acknowledge that a child is a person in
their own right. A name provides an identity within society, a sense of belonging to a family



group, but it also distinguishes each of us as an individual. WS’[ name was chosen by
‘and is after a character in Bugsy Malone, coincidently a Movie and her grandmother

watched together. All ofﬂll name has in fact been chosen with such care as
she carries her great grandmother 's name as one of her given forenames. -
sadly passed 10 years ago. She was quite simply a wonderful person and a significant
influence in -s life and the lives of- and - - provided unconditional
love, warmth, and gentle guidance. Although she is no longer physically with us, she is
around us and with us in spirit, but her gentle, warm and loving presence is still felt.

As well as giving this child a name, this ceremony also provides an opportunity for all of you
to consider the role that you hope to play in her upbringing. Meeting with - and hearing
about what lies right at the very core of the -s family life, it was very clear that family
and friends are a very important part of their life. It was equally clear how much they value
family and friends sharing and contributing to the lives of their 3 beautiful daughters. Whilst
the task of nurturing children belongs mainly to their parents, it also belongs, in part, to all of
you, the family and friends who are gathered here today. Although we are no longer blessed

with the physical presence of -’s great grandparents. - and - pledge to keep
their precious memory alive in their daughters as they grow into women. In this way they will

always be a part of-, -, and -’s life. These angels will maintain a guiding
light and a protective presence through their lives. - and - would also like to make a
special mention to -’s grandparents, and also her aunts and uncles. Like grandparents,
they will have a unigue relationship with their niece. They will be a further link to the family
heritage, but they have the advantage of being able to take a step back from the full
responsibilities of the parental role. Aunts and Uncles know the family history and can give a
sense of perspective to a niece who wants to know more about her mummy and daddy’s
early life. This the polite celebrant phrasing for ‘they can dish the dirt on mum and dad’.
Aunts and Uncles can be a fun, balancing and nurturing influence in their niece’s life.

**At this stage I will ask you both join me with -

B s story

So the shining star of today’s ceremony is the beautiful - Like her two wonderful
sisters - and -, - was a much wanted baby. A rainbow baby who, like her
sisters, has been the welcome light and a ray of hope after the loss of several precious
babies. What does -’s arrival tell us about the family that - has been born into?

R - Resilience. A resilient family who hold each other together through the hard times.

N — never forgetting. Never forgetting the angels watching over this precious young girl and
her family.
B- Beauty. The beauty of the gift of new life.



O — Our family values. Those core, mutually understood beliefs and values that hold the family
together through thick and thin.
W- Welcome! Welcome to the world and welcome to our beaut/fu/-fam//y.

With the challenging road - and - have walked to have their daughters, we can
understand why - didn’t quite believe she was pregnant this time around. The 20
pregnancy tests were not lying! From the various scans little - was lovingly referred to
as a Sea Horse and latterly a Tree frog by her older sisters. They adore their younger sister
and they have made space in their lives to welcome her, to guide her and to nurture her in
their own very unique ways. - is blessed with two wonderful sisters. Their strong,
individual personalities will complement each other and bless - with different
perspectives in life. In return - already adores her older sisters, her face lighting up
when they enter, perhaps even entering with a cartwheel, to the room.

Poem by True to You Celebrancy

Come fly with me sister, D. Page.

There’s a true saying, two big sisters are better than one.
Come fly with me sister,

It's twice the trouble, but so twice the fun.
Standing shoulder to shoulder we’ll take on the rest,
So woe betide those who cross us
Haven’t they heard, don’t they know we’re the best?

A bit of your childhood that can never be lost.
Come fly with me sister,

I’'m your shade in the summer, your warmth in the frost.
Though we’re both very different, and this you’ll soon see,
One’s a performer with cartwheel’s to boot
One’s the quiet reflector, it’s OK to just be.

We are the three peas in the family pod.
Come fly with me sister,

We've a rich family history, many roads have been trod.
Now three beautiful girls, three beautiful women will be.
We'll make our own stories as we grow up,

Our angels will guide us, we're the -s three.

Although she’s just a little baby, we can already see -’s unique personality emerging. A
little girl who wakes each morning with smile. A little girl who hangs on every word of the
narrative her mother gives her each morning, whether it’s about the weather outside, the
music that’s on, the plans for the day. It's the art of conversation. The stimulation of that tiny
little brain, the sense of security that comes from knowing that you are held in somebody’s



mind, even when you are not physically held in their arms. - is already a curious little
girl. She is an observer and a listener.

Giving a name:
- and - please tell us the name that you have chosen for your child.

*** Jointly state -’5 full name

-, we wish you a long life in a loving and peaceful world. We all hope that you will grow
to be a kind, respectful, hardworking and happy human being. A good person who loves cats!
May you be loved and be loving in return. May you bring joy to your parents, family and
friends.

Parent’s Promises:

There is no deeper connection than that between a child and her parents. As parents, -
and - ’s lives have changed forever. To be responsible for a new life strengthens the bond
that they share and brings a new purpose to their lives.

In deciding to become parents they have undertaken to love and nurture -, to provide
a safe and secure environment in which she can thrive, and to give guidance and support as
she develops and makes her own way through life. - and -, in bringing your child
before friends and family, you share some of the joy that is yours as parents. You
acknowledge that she is more than your own creation and private concern. You declare your
wish to raise her to the best of your abilities and according to your values. | will ask you now
to express your commitment to raising - by making solemn promises, in the presence
of your family and friends gathered here today.

Deborah: Do you promise to provide a warm, secure and nurturing environment both
physically and emotionally for- to flourish and grow in? Do you promise to encourage
her in all her endeavors and celebrate her successes? To comfort her without judgement so
that she learns from any failures or challenges in life? Do you promise to instill a strong sense
of right and wrong and be her moral compass? And finally, being a parent is not an easy task
regardless of how much you have dreamed and wished for it. Do you promise to support each
other as your raise young - and her beautiful sister’s?

- and- we do

***At this stage | will ask the 4 guardians to join us.



It is a privilege to have good friends. They stand by us and walk side by side with us through
the good and the bad. They share and celebrate our wins, they laugh with us, and they cry
with us. Good friends listen without judgement when we struggle and walk side by side with
us as we tread difficult paths in life. It is a double honour therefore to then to be asked to be
a Special Guardian to a friend’s precious child. It is my honour to introduce - and

I B -

How does one choose a guardian for a child? Well, in truth it’s hard. There is a natural tie
with family and it comes with commonly understood responsibilities. When parents look to
friends as guardians for their children, they do so because of the special qualities that those
friends have.

- and - You have travelled a great distance to be here today. This has been a
journey of more than just miles. -, you friendship was born from tragic circumstances,
the loss of a much wanted baby. Though the first contact was via a supportive online group
called ‘born too soon’, you soon became soul mates in every sense. Your friendship is not
defined by your loss, rather enhanced by it. The mutual understanding of the fact that loss of
a baby never leaves you, but for you all it is tempered by the joint happiness for each other
as you went on to have your beautiful children and you share a unique bond. You have a fun
relationship and love to surprise each other at significant times in life. It is right and fitting
that you are here today as key people in the family’s lives, and as a key support for

through thick and thin as she grows.

- Meeting when your eldest children - and - started school, you have

remained friends ever since. You are not in each others pockets, but you are there when
needed. Your lives have had some parallels. - and - are the same age and you both
decided to ‘do it all again’ and you have - age 1, who is only a little bit older than

Now, as much as people may superficially judge a beautiful woman in high heels and a fur
coat, how many of them would have credited you both with the speed of thought and quick
reactions when you stopped a run away car outside the school one day! Every girl needs that
reliable and consistent support. Somebody who is there when needed even if there has been
a bit of time and space since your last catch up.

- You met at baby group when - and - were small. Your daughter - is

a firm friend to - and - which in many ways mirrors your beautiful friendship. You
have a consistent non-judgmental listening ear and you are an all-round friend and genuinely
lovely personal all the way. These qualities are rare and we value them. We know that in the
same way that you been all of these things to -, you will also be them without hesitation
for

The more guiding influences a child has in her life, the more diverse an individual they will
become. - is only 6 months and doesn’t yet know just quite how loved and supported
she is. As a guardian you are in the uniquely gratifying position of being her first grown up
friends and confidents. By offering your support, example, and encouragement, you all have
a part to play in helping her journey to achieve her full potential. Today - and - ask



you all to share in this first step of -’s journey and introduction to the people who will
guide and accompany her along the way.

Guardians Promises

Deborah: - - - and - acknowledge their responsibilities as

Tallulah’s guardians. They have been chosen by you - and - to provide support for
them in your role as -s parents.

Deborah: (practice note - our guardians on this occasion and T's mother, did want individual
promises from each guardian which is another, more common way of doing this, but to
respond to a collective one)

Guardians, do you promise to be a friend to and her parents, and a shoulder to lean
on, in difficult times? Will you welcome if she comes to you for advice or help? Will

you always show - love and understanding? Will you always keep - in your
thoughts and in your hearts regardless of distance or the length of time that may pass in
between the occasions where she may be a physical presence with you?

Guardians together: | will

***Signing of the certificates. You will present the Guardians with their certificates and they
may be seated.

3 reading: Ally Pally framed poem. Wording TBC
Closing remarks and Toast to -:

Ladies, Gentlemen and children on behalf of- and -, I would like to thank you all for
being part of today’s celebration.

-, you have been welcomed into a loving family and circle of friends. This will surely
give you the best possible start in life. All of us here today wish you good health, happiness
and a bright future.



