
 

	 	



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

The	Naming	Ceremony	of	

Ethan	Lenny	Atlas	Constant	

	

Damerham	Village	Hall,	New	Forest	

15th	May	2016	.	1.30pm		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



We	gather	today	to	bless	a	child,	

A	new	life	that	has	become	part	of	our	world.	

We	gather	today	to	name	this	child.	

To	call	a	thing	by	name	is	to	give	it	power,	

and	so	today	we	shall	give	this	child	a	gift.	

We	will	welcome	him	into	our	hearts	and	lives	

and	bless	him	with	a	name	of	his	own.	

	

Today,	Terry	and	Jen	have	invited	you	all	here	as	they	wish	for	you	all	to	share	in	their	joy.	They	

wish	for	you	to	be	part	of	a	new	beginning,	a	celebration	of	new	life	and	the	start	of	a	new	

journey,	not	only	for	themselves,	but	for	their	family	that	has	now	extended	to	include	their	

baby	boy.	

	

On	behalf	of	Terry	and	Jen,	I’d	like	to	thank	you	all	for	being	here.		Today,	we	are	marking	the	

arrival	of	their	beautiful	little	boy	by	officially	naming	him	in	front	of	family	and	friends,	and	

celebrating	his	life	and	the	new	family	dynamic	he	has	created.		

	

Babies	are	formed	with	perfect	feet	and	hands,	a	heart	that	beats,	a	mind	that	explores.	Babies	

inherit	a	thousand	generations	of	wisdom,	skills,	poetry,	and	all	of	the	sunrises	and	sunsets	of	

knowledge	past.	They	are	a	refinery	of	all	inherited	intellectual	wealth,	a	flood	of	wisdom	is	

stored	within	them	–	like	how	to	climb	the	highest	mountain,	slay	the	biggest	monster,	how	to	

survive	fear	and	how	to	summon	courage.	Inside	your	little	baby	are	more	possibilities	than	you	

could	possibly	use	up	in	a	lifetime.		In	Ethan,	we	see	a	future	of	new	learning,	and	a	renewed	

hope	for	discovery	and	ambition.		

	

I	would	like	to	start	our	Naming	Ceremony	today	with	our	first	reading	by	Tanya.	

	

Now	it	is	time	to	formally	welcome	Ethan	with	love	as	we	bestow	his	name.	

	

Terry	and	Jen,	what	is	the	name	you	have	chosen	for	your	child?	

Terry	and	Jen:	Ethan	Lenny	Atlas	Constant	

	



Ethan	was	born	on	22nd	November	2015	in	St	Michael’s	Hospital	in	Bristol.		After	8	months	and	

1	week	in	your	mummy’s	tummy	and	34	hours	of	labour,	you	arrived	safely	and	contented.	Your	

mum,	nan	and	dad	however	were	pretty	exhausted,	but	thrilled	and	looked	upon	you	with	

amazement.	You	were	truly	beautiful	in	every	way.		

	

A	name	is	very	important	to	all	of	us.	It	distinguishes	us	from	others	and	gives	us	a	sense	of	

belonging	in	our	family	and	community.			

	

Ethan	–	your	name	has	been	chosen	with	love	and	with	the	strength	of	heritage.	

	

Ethan,	meaning	strong,	solid	and	optimistic.	Just	like	your	dad,	we	hope	through	this	name	and	

your	positive	upbringing	that	you	will	live	a	life	full	of	optimism	and	happiness.		We	hope	you’ll	

find	laughter	in	everything	you	do,	and	have	the	strength	to	be	passionate	about	the	life	you	

decide	to	live.	

	

Lenny	was	chosen	as	it	has	a	special	heritage.	Jen’s	granddad	Leonard	was	a	special	man	to	Jen	

and	her	family.	A	man	with	morals,	a	kind	nature	and	a	loving	heart.	A	man	who	was	always	

proud	of	his	grandchildren	and	made	every	effort	to	be	excited	by	their	adventures.	By	having	

Lenny	in	his	name,	we	hope	he	will	gain	the	ethics	of	how	to	be	a	kind	man,	how	to	enjoy	life	for	

what	it	is	and	how	to	always	be	grateful	for	everything	presented	to	you.	And	through	this	

gesture	may	your	great	granddad	always	be	remembered.	

	

Atlas	was	chosen	as	your	parents	want	you	to	experience	the	wonders	of	the	world	and	live	a	

life	full	of	wanderlust.	The	world	is	your	oyster	and	we	all	hope	for	it	to	be	as	full	and	majestic	

as	it	was	when	your	parents	travelled	and	explored.		They	hope	your	life	will	be	an	Atlas	of	

discovery.	

	

Ethan	,	through	this	ceremony,	we	offer	you	to	the	Four	Winds	

That	you	might	embrace	adventure	

And	know	the	wonder	of	far-off	lands	

	

We	offer	you	to	the	Sky	

That	you	may	steer	by	the	stars	



And	never	feel	that	you	are	far	from	home	

	

We	offer	you	to	the	Sun	

That	warmth	and	light	may	surround	you	always	

And	guide	you	safely	on	your	way	

	

We	offer	you	to	the	Moon	

That	you	may	find	comfort	in	darkness	

And	never	have	cause	to	fear	the	night	

	

We	therefore	name	you	Ethan	Lenny	Atlas	Constant.		We	wish	you	a	long	life	and	happiness	in	a	

loving	and	peaceful	world.	May	you	bring	love	and	joy	to	your	parents,	your	family	and	your	

friends.	

	

Second	poem	read	by	Jen		

	

I	want	you	to	be	happy.	I	want	you	to	fill	your	heart	with	feelings	of	wonder	and	to	be	full	of	

courage	and	hope.	

	

I	want	you	to	have	the	type	of	friendship	that	is	a	treasure	-	and	the	kind	of	love	that	is	beautiful	

forever.	I	wish	you	contentment:	the	sweet,	quiet,	inner	kind	that	comes	around	and	never	goes	

away,	something	I’ve	never	quite	had.	

	

I	want	you	to	have	hopes	and	have	them	all	come	true.	I	want	you	to	have	a	real	understanding	of	

how	unique	and	rare	you	truly	are.	I	want	to	remind	you	that	the	sun	may	disappear	for	a	while,	

but	it	never	forgets	to	shine.	May	the	words	you	listen	to,	say	the	things	you	need	to	hear.	And	may	

a	cheerful	face	lovingly	look	back	at	you	when	you	happen	to	glance	in	your	mirror.	

	

I	wish	you	the	insight	to	see	your	inner	and	outer	beauty.	I	wish	you	sweet	dreams.	I	want	you	to	

have	times	when	you	feel	like	singing	and	dancing	and	laughing	out	loud.	I	want	you	to	be	able	to	

make	your	good	times	better	and	your	hard	times	easier	to	handle.	I	wish	for	you	to	have	a	

wanderlust	and	to	never	stop	being	inquisitive.	I	wish	for	you	to	find	places	on	this	earth	that	are	

yet	to	be	discovered	and	gasp	at	the	beauty	of	a	sunset.	I	wish	I	could	find	a	way	to	tell	you	-	in	

untold	ways	-	how	important	you	are	to	me.	

	

Of	all	the	things	I’ll	be	wishing	for,	wherever	you	are	and	whatever	I	may	do,	there	will	never	be	a	

day	in	my	life	when	I	won’t	be	wishing	for	the	best	for	you,	for	you	are	my	heart,	my	soul	and	

everything	that	I	wished	for.	

	



To	become	responsible,	productive	and	caring	people,	children	need	the	freedom	to	develop	

their	own	unique	talents,	interests	and	capabilities.	Parents	hope	that	their	children	will	lead	

happy	and	satisfying	lives,	respecting	the	needs	and	interests	of	other	people,	and	develop	to	

the	extent	they	are	able	to	see	the	two	sides	of	every	story,	to	think	critically	and	to	love	without	

concern.	

	

Ethan	will	need	a	supportive	environment	in	which	he	can	learn	to	appreciate	the	value	of	love,	

friendship,	compassion,	and	cooperation.		Ethan	will	need	a	stimulating	environment	where	he	

can	develop	the	ability	to	ask	questions,	seek	rational	answers,	and	make	thoughtful	decisions.		

	

Ethan	will	need	to	be	loved	and	respected	for	his	unique	qualities;	not	for	what	we	think	he	

should	be,	but	for	who	he	is.	Creating	a	home	where	a	child	can	develop	a	strong	positive	sense	

of	self	is	one	of	the	greatest	gifts	parents	can	give.		

	

So	mindful	of	this,	I’d	like	to	ask	you,	Terry	and	Jen	to	make	a	personal	declaration	of	

commitment	and	unconditional	love	to	your	son,	Ethan.	

	

Terry	and	Jen,	in	front	of	your	family	and	friends	do	you	both	promise	that	you	will	continue	to	

treasure	the	time	you	spend	together,	and	support	each	other	through	the	changes	in	your	

lives?		

We	do.	

	

Terry	and	Jen,	you	wish	for	him	to	be	happy	and	loved,	for	him	to	live	a	long	life	full	of	wonder	

and	experiences,	a	life	with	laughter,	confidence,	strength	and	acceptance.	You	wish	for	Ethan	to	

love	life	as	much	as	you	both	do,	to	treasure	his	time	on	his	earth	and	understand	that	time	is	

more	valuable	than	money.	You	want	him	to	see	the	magic	in	the	little	things	in	life	and	

appreciate	the	simple	things,	along	with	the	big.	

	

So	mindful	of	this	wishes,	Terry	and	Jen,	do	you	promise	to	protect,	and	provide	a	loving	and	

happy	home	for	Ethan	so	he	may	grow	up	to	be	happy	and	secure?	

We	do	

	

Do	you	promise	to	encourage	him	curiosity,	courage	and	enthusiasm	so	that	he	can	face	life’s	



challenges	with	resilience	and	optimism?	

We	do	

	

Terry	and	Jen,	do	you	promise	wherever	possible	to	meet	his	needs	and	help	and	guide	Ethan	so	

he	can	achieve	his	dreams	and	desires?		

We	do	

	

Terry	and	Jen,	do	you	promise	to	be	there	whenever	Ethan	needs	you	and	provide	comfort,	

support,	friendship,	love	and	understanding	unconditionally?	

We	do	

	

In	children's	stories,	a	fairy	godmother	makes	an	appearance	just	when	she's	needed	most.	

With	the	wave	of	a	wand,	she	can	make	everything	right.	Guideparents,	like	Godparents,	might	

not	have	a	magic	wand,	but	their	role	in	a	child's	life	can	have	a	magical	effect.	

It	is	said	that	the	biggest	gift	a	Guideparent	can	give	their	Guidechild	is	time.		

	

Terry	and	Jen	have	chosen	Guideparents	who	they	believe	will	help	guide	and	inform	his	moral,	

emotional	and	spiritual	development	by	serving	as	loving	role	models.	So	we	recognise	that	the	

role	of	guideparent	is	theirs	to	make	of	what	they	will,	and	so	we	are	asking	each	guideparent	

today	to	make	their	own	personal	commitment,	a	pledge,	to	Ethan.		

	

So,	I	formally	ask	the	Guideparents,	Phil,	Sarah,	Hayden,	Lyndsay,	Amanda	and	Ruth	to	stand:	

	

You	are	important	to	Ethan.	By	attending	this	service	today,	you	have	become	a	special	part	in	

Ethan’s	life.	I	would	like	to	ask	you	to	make	a	declaration	of	support	towards	him.		

	

Phil,	Sarah,	Hayden,	Lyndsay,	Amanda	and	Ruth,	do	you	agree	to	play	this	role	in	Ethan’s	life?		

We	do	

Do	you	promise	that	Ethan	will	be	able	to	trust	you	with	his	thoughts,	his	dreams,	his	hopes,	his	

sorrows	and	disappointments?		We	do	

Will	you	be	a	shoulder	to	cry	on,	someone	to	confide	in,	and	a	hand	to	hold	if	he	needs	it?		We	

will.		



And	will	you	promise	to	support	his	parents	in	developing	his	moral,	spiritual	and	emotional	

development?		We	will.	

Please	all	light	a	candle	making	your	wish	for	Ethan’s	future,	symbolising	your	commitment	to	

him	throughout	his	life.	

	

Grandparents	play	an	important	part	in	the	upbringing	of	grandchildren,	just	as	they	did	in	the	

upbringing	of	their	own	children.		Grandchildren	bring	love,	energy,	optimism	and	laughter	to	

the	lives	of	grandparents.	At	the	same	time,	grandparents	provide	maturity,	knowledge,	

stability	and	unconditional	love	to	their	grandchildren.	Grandparents	Debbie	and	Sue,	you’re	

role	is	a	special	one.	You	have	the	responsibility	of	supporting	this	family	and	taking	part	in	

Ethan’s	upbringing,	and	we	all	know	you	will	do	this	with	pride	and	joy.		

	

Ethan,	this	is	your	special	day.		Parents,	relatives	and	friends	gathered	here	today,	have	so	

many	wishes	for	you.	Too	many	to	list.	Noble	wishes	for	honesty,	kindness	and	wisdom.	

Material	wishes	for	wealth,	health	and	happiness.	However	as	much	we	want	to,	your	family	

cannot	protect	you	from	all	life’s	hurts.	One	day	you’ll	understand	why.	So,	more	than	all	our	

wishes	and	hopes,	there’s	one	thing	they	can	promise	you:	that	they	will	always	be	there	to	

support	and	help	you,	in	whatever	life	brings	your	way.		

	

Ethan,	may	the	strength	of	the	wind	and	the	light	of	the	sun,	the	softness	of	the	rain	and	the	

mystery	of	the	moon	reach	you	and	fill	you.	May	beauty	delight	you	and	happiness	uplift	you,	

may	wonder	fulfil	you	and	love	surround	you.		May	your	step	be	steady	and	your	arm	be	strong,	

may	your	heart	be	peaceful	and	your	word	be	true.		May	you	seek	to	learn	and	may	you	learn	to	

live,	may	you	live	to	love,	and	may	you	love	to	live,	and	may	you	grow	into	an	adult	surrounded	

by	the	love	and	belonging	you	have	here	today.		

	

Family	and	friends,	please	be	upstanding.	I	now	have	the	honour	to	present	to	you	Ethan	Lenny	

Atlas	Constant.		

	

Announce	time	capsule	and	invite	all	to	write	life	advice	for	Ethan.			

	


