


Good Afternoon...

May | start by wishing a most warm welcome to you all as we commence this
wonderful celebration in the delightful and picturesque Manor House, here in
Hampshire. May | also offer a ‘thank you’ to the family, friends and loved ones
of Ethan and Lucinda who will help to make this day so special, for being a part
of the preparation and of course, for making a significant contribution to

today’s proceedings.

Some of you have journeyed here from the local city of Southampton and
others, as | understand it, have journeyed from the much less local Southern
hemisphere - to celebrate the wedding of Ethan and Lucinda. Travelling from
near and from far, to share in the commitment that they are about to publicly

make to one another, is a gift of your time that is much appreciated.

A special thankyou to Lucinda’s children - Toby and Matilda, who both have a
unique and precious part to play, not just in today’s ceremony but in their
contribution to this family who, from today onwards will forge new, lasting
bonds of love and commitment. A little later, we will hear from both of them as
they read out a poem, specifically written in honour of today and they will
conduct a symbolic part of the ceremony, demonstrating how much they adore
Ethan and expressing how delighted they are to officially welcome him to their

family.

By giving your love today, by gifting your presence and showing your support,

you are ensuring that not only do Ethan and Lucinda have a memorable and



most joyous start to their married life together, but they are also assured of
your continuing love. It is the foundation for this union; we surround them as
the people who are most important to them and we too can add a pledge, by

promising to give encouragement and lifelong support.

Ethan and Lucinda specifically asked me to communicate their gratitude for
that. They ask for your blessing. They also wish to think for a moment and
acknowledge the blessing of Shanti, Ethan’s beloved Grandmother, who cannot
physically be here to witness today but who offers her heartfelt prayers of love

and support.

Ethan and Lucinda — you met as adventurers at the top of Table Mountain —the
pinnacle of Cape Town. | know that the exact spot where you first met is called
Blind Gully, and that the journey to the spectacular views involved some
challenging scrambling and exposure to quite dizzy heights. The way was paved
with rugged terrain in the form of bush and loose rock, all of it adding to the
challenge and the adventure. But the advertised promise of oneness with
nature, peace and quiet, and solitude was not to be — in fact, quite the opposite
as, by heading off the beaten track, you both found each other and that was

surely meant to be.

Marriage too, is a pinnacle. It is the height of a promise between two people
who love each other, who trust in that love, who respect one another as
individuals, yet who commit to spending the rest of their lives as one. Marriage
enables your two separate souls to unite in the best kind of adventure —to

share your desires, longings, dreams, and memories, your joys - and your



sorrows - and to help each other through some of the more rugged terrain and

the up-hill, or occasionally mountainous scrambles of life.

A strong marriage also nurtures each of you as separate individuals and allows
you to maintain your unigue identity and to grow in your own way through the

years ahead. It is a safe haven for each of you to become your best self.

Lucinda, | know that you adore Ethan for his athleticism and for his relentless
guest to always be at his best for you and the children. Just as Table Mountain
is the rock which presides over Cape Town, backed by the mountains to the
South West, known as the Twelve Apostles, so Ethan will be the presider on
whom you can depend, to continually support you to seek out new and even
more rewarding heights. This South African poem illustrates just how Ethan is
dependable, underpinning the foundations of your marriage with his

entrepreneurial experience, his agile skills and of course, his love.

Reading

| am the one

whose bones are strong enough
to carry the weight of two skins

| am the one

whose mouth is supple enough

to hold the secrets of two tongues
no matter who | tell you | am

do not believe me

no matter who | tell you | am

| am always



only
half

of myself

Ethan, | know that you adore Lucinda for her creativity, her artistic passion and
for inspiring others with the imaginative representations of what she sees. |
know that you are immensely proud of her for being equally successful in
gaining commission for her unigue pieces around the globe. As Lucinda agrees
to share in your Christian strength, in your responsibilities to your faith and your
church community, you recognise that it takes more than love to make your
partnership grow from strength to strength. Whilst her love as a Mother is set
apart to her love for you, as that of a wife, your acknowledgement of her in this
role assures you of her devotion. This adaptation of a poem by Helen Steiner
Rice illustrates just how her passion is encompassing, underpinning the

foundations of your marriage with compassion and of course, her love.

Reading

Lucinda's love is something
that’s not easy to explain,

It is made of deep devotion
and of sacrifice and pain,

It is endless and unselfish

and enduring come what may
For nothing can destroy it

or take that love away . . .

It is patient and forgiving

when all others are forsaking,



And it never fails or falters

sometimes when the heart is breaking . . .
It believes beyond believing

when the world around condemns,

And it glows with all the beauty

of the rarest, brightest gems . ..

A many splendoured miracle

man cannot understand

And another wondrous evidence

of God's tender guiding hand.

You are adding to your life not only the affection of each other but also the
companionship and blessing of deep trust. And it takes trust, to know in your
hearts that, in taking this mountainous journey together, you want only the best
for each other. It takes dedication when climbing to those heights, to stay open
to one another, to learn and grow, even when it can make you dizzy to do so.
And it takes faith, to climb mountains together without knowing what possible

adventures the future holds for you both.
Declaration
Ethan and Lucinda, please join hands, and look at each other now as you take

this next step.

Ethan, do you take Lucinda to be your wife? | do.

Lucinda, do you take Ethan to be your husband? | do.

Ethan, please repeat after me.



Lucinda, | take you as you are/ loving who you are / | promise from this day
forward/ To be grateful for our love and our life/ To be generous with my time,
my energy and my affection/ To be patient with you and with myself/ To fill our
life with adventure and our home with laughter/ To inspire you to grow as an
individual and as a Mother, as an artist and as a businesswoman / To love you

completely/ These things | pledge to you

Lucinda, please repeat after me.

Ethan, | take you as you are,/ loving who you are/ | promise from this day
forward/ To be grateful for our love and our life/ To be generous with my time,
my energy and my affection/ To be patient with you and with myself/ To fill our
life with adventure and our home with laughter/ To encourage you to grow as
an individual, , as a role model to Toby and Matilda, as a Christian and as
executive of your companies / To love you completely/ These things | pledge to

you

Sand Ceremony and Poem from Toby and Matilda

Today, we will be bringing together not only a family but also two nations. The

grains of sands represented here represent a bond that can never be broken.

Sands poured. Blessing from children.

The sand in our jars is from Scarborough beach

Remembering our holiday there



We know we’re so lucky having Ethan to teach

Us of things that our family can share.

The sand we each place in this frame represents
How we all come together as one

With our lovely Mum, now at your side as your bride
We’re all going to have much family fun!

(Music playing during sand unity ceremony)

Rings

Toby, please would you now present the rings...

Your wedding ring is a symbol of your promise to one another. The ring, an

unbroken, never-ending circle, is a symbol of committed, unending love.

Ethan, as you place this ring on Lucinda’s finger, repeat these words after me:

This ring symbolizes my love for you/ and the commitments we made today

Lucinda, as you place this ring on Ethan’s finger, repeat these words after me:

This ring symbolizes my love for you/ and the commitments we made today

Conclusion & Pronouncement

Ethan and Lucinda, you have come here today of your own free will and in the
presence of Toby and Matilda, your wider family and friends, and you have
openly declared your love and commitment to each other. You have each given

and received a ring as a symbol of your promises to each other. By the power of



your love and commitment to each other, you have come together in this

union.
You may now share your first kiss.

Congratulations. Friends and family, | now present to Ethan and Lucinda!



